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LUKE SHELLEY AND NOELLA LOPEZ ON VESSEL SERIES

I chose the title ‘Vessel to represent particular objects found on the foreshore of
Caroline Bay, which is part of the Brisbane waters estuary system. These selected
objects have been collected from the tide mark, tussled in seaweed, or snagged in

roots of the mangrove trees. Like a decommissioned international fleet left to rust in
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the dry dock, each object has its own individual story. Items of varied forms, creators
and origin, all objects have finished their journey and have laid to rest in the same

place, partly buried in the mud of Caroline Bay.

Used in a nautical context, a ‘Vessel’ defines a seaworthy craft capable of carrying
cargo or passengers through the open ocean. As ‘found objects’, these objects created
by either human hand or natural sources also once had a common purpose, to contain

and transport their selected special cargo.

The correct purpose of these items is clear whether they are a glass jam jar, a shark
egg or a seedpod. However after fulfilling their purpose and left to their own disposal,
the objects take on a new meaning, a new cargo to carry our thoughts and
imagination. I can’t help wonder where they have come from, when did their journey
begin and how long have they been at sea? Some may have navigated their way
through the current and tidal movements from the open ocean into the estuary;
others may have been washed through drains, creeks and tributaries after heavy rain

and ended up in the estuary.

I also like to imagine that their cargo may have been significant. A simple glass jar
may have become the container and protector of a precious keepsake; a shark egg
may have protected its passengers from predators and treacherous storms at sea; and
a seedpod may have delivered its seeds to the riverbank where now a mighty tree

stands.

Descriptive of their form, their nature and their story, the physicality of some of these
found objects such as a glass jar, a shark egg case, or a seedpod are ‘Vessels’ for my
imagination. I attempt to capture the physicality and realism of these objects in
watercolour and mixed media. The realism of the watercolour studies is important as
I wish to engage the audience in viewing these objects like viewing a portrait or a
museum illustration. I would like the audience to admire the true form of these

objects, yet imagine what stories they have to tell.

Luke Shelley 2015

Like an amateur naturalist, Shelley records and interprets the effects of time,



elements, the alchemy of found objects and seasonal changes. Like a decommissioned
international fleet left to rust in the dry dock, each object in the Vessel Series has its
own individual story. Items of varied forms, creators and origin, all objects have
finished their journey and have laid to rest in the same place, partly buried in the
mud of Caroline Bay. Descriptive of their form, their nature and their story, the
physicality of some of these found objects such as a glass jar, a shark egg case or a
seedpod are ‘Vessels’ for the artist’s imagination. Find out more about Luke's new

Vessel Series and Enjoy!

Noella Lopez 2015

MORE ABOUT LUKE SHELLEY, CLICK HERE

Luke Shelley Experimenting with the Wind Drawing Apparatus in his
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Untitled Study (Tin Can)

Watercolour and Mixed Media - Vessel Series
Watercolour Pigment, Charcoal Pencil, Mixed Medium on Organic Material Stained 300gsm Watercolour Paper —

Framed - Approx. H35 cm x L30cm x D3cm - A$750

See More Artworks by Luke Shelley, CLICK HERE

POP UP SHOWS!

We are looking for affordable exhibition spaces for Pop UP Shows to
present new artworks by the Artists and future collaborations. Although
there are many retail spaces remaining empty in Sydney in the Eastern

Suburbs and the Inner West, hiring these spaces for short periods of
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time remains very expensive.

If you know of any inviting spaces at low rates in these areas for the
months of October and November this year and March and June 2016,

please call me.

In the meantime, if you are interested in taking a peek at Luke's

artworks or any of the other artists' works, happy to bring them to you.

CAN'T WAIT TO RECEIVE YOUR CALL!

ENJOY YOUR WEEK

Noella
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